
SPRING 2022

Welcome to our first 
quarterly newsletter



BACKGROUND:  
What is the Berrima Residents Association (BRA)?
The BRA, founded in 1983, is comprised of residents interested in preserving 
the unique character and heritage of this Village. This includes the natural and 
visual landscapes, built structures, proposed developments and the social 
benefits that go with living in a small village.
The Association meets in the Anglican Church Hall, on the first Thursday of the 
month – a reminder notice is placed on the Village Noticeboard, within the Post 
Office. Everyone is welcome to attend and encouraged to join.
It is up to those of us who live and work in the Village, to actively seek to main-
tain the unique status of Berrima as an item of colonial history that remains 
largely intact, after about 190 years.
This does not happen by accident. Concerted efforts to resist over develop-
ment have resulted in preserving the streetscape of quaint original sandstone 
cottages, more ‘stately’ homes, the Court House, Berrima Gaol, the historic 
inns and Harper’s Mansion, the currently named Vault House and many other 
items of interest surviving from colonial and later times. As a result, the Village 
attracts many tourists which has contributed significantly to it being named, 
NSW Best Australian Tourist small Town 2021.



Protecting the natural environment is also a priority. The Association works 
with Boral to maintain the air quality around the New Berrima cement plant, 
supports Berrima Bushcare and Landcare groups and regularly monitors in 
the platypus the Wingecarribee River (see below for more information). The 
Association is also the custodian of the WWII memorial planation on the Old 
Hume Highway at the Medway roundabout. Currently we are also working on 
a planting scheme for trees along the line of the Old Hume Highway following 
the award of $20,000 from the QEII Jubilee Planting Fund. The Association 
also stages Berrima’s annual ANZAC and Remembrance Day ceremonies.
Early in 2022, the BRA hosted drinks for new residents at the Surveyor General 
Inn. We will be again hosting a get together for the whole village in November. 
We look forward to welcoming you.
It is in all our interests, both commercial and residential, to promote and  
enhance this wonderful Village. Please consider getting involved, as it is a 
great way to meet people. For more information don’t hesitate to call Eric  
on 0409 8233 861.

Development & Heritage:
There is a delicate balance between appropriate development and heritage 
concerns, that is a constant issue for historic villages like Berrima. The BRA 
plays a vital role in advising both residents and developers when it comes 
to DA’s. The Berrima Develpoment Control Plan (DCP) is a publicly available 
document that can be used as a guide, in conjunction with heritage architects 
and WSC, to achieve developments that respect and complement the heritage 
of this unique Georgian Village. 
The Berrima Gaol was recently sold by the NSW Government, via a public 
tender. The local bid was unsuccessful and contracts have now been 
exchanged between the government and Blue Sox Development Group. The 
BRA looks forward to working with this group ensuring heritage constraints are 
observed, whilst at the same time looking forward to a repurposing of the site 
for the benefit of all.
The General Store complex is coming up for auction - it is an exciting time for 
the commercial area of the village and the BRA looks forward again to advising 
developers in achieving a positive outcome for the village, from both a com-
mercial and historic perspective.
This year the BRA has reviewed more than twelve Development Applications. 
This has included additions to State heritage listed properties, renovations to 
existing homes, as well as commercial entities - only one met with concerns 
by the BRA. Comments were lodged with WSC who are the final arbiters of all 
applications.



Berrima 
Bushcare Group 
(first Monday morning of each month)
Bushcare is a Council volunteer activity caring 
for bushland on land owned or controlled by 
Council. The local Berrima Bushcare group 
met on Monday 5 September, working from 
9am to 12 noon, on the riverbank opposite 
the rear of the houses at the eastern end of 
Wingecarribee Street (accessed from Oldbury 
Street). They continued to clear the infes-
tation of privet and other “woody weeds”. 
This area had been cleared of woody weeds 
some years ago, but in recent years they 
have re-emerged, often from root systems 

left in the ground, but most commonly from seeds left in the soil. The group 
is making good progress and there is a marked difference from when works 
started several months ago.

Berrima Bi Annual 
Platypus Survey 
26 October 2022
We held our October 2022 biannual 
survey down on the Wingecarri-
bee River as it flows through the 
village. For those of you who may 
not know, Berrima is a platypus 
“hotspot”, and several universities 
conduct studies here. With the 

severe flooding over the last few months we didn’t expect to see platypus this 
October, but the river has already lost a lot of its power and we had the best 
number of sightings in 5 years. There were 4 sightings in 3 different locations.
We have calculated from past surveys that the platypus population is about 
one or two every kilometre. One of the objectives of the Southern Highlands 
Landcare Network is to re-wild the banks of the river upstream from the 
Berrima Weir, all the way to Burradoo and beyond. This will not only protect the 
river bank from livestock (it has to be fenced off, and landowners can receive 
grants to do this), but it will extend the habitat of the platypus. They need over-
grown banks in which to dig their burrows.
If anyone would like to join the volunteers planting along the river bank 
upstream from the Berrima Weir, please call Clive West (0427 808 967)



Berrima  
Landcare Group
Landcare is organised by the 
Southern Highlands Landcare 
Network, which is covered 
by Landcare insurance. The 
Berrima Landcare Group is a 
relatively new one, meeting for 
the first time on 12 July 2022.
We meet on the second Tuesday 
of the month. Anyone interested 

in joining us, contact Clive West (0427 808 967; savwest@bigpond.com) or 
Jenny Slattery (0437 975 213; jenslatz@gmail.com) for further details.
Above is a photo of the working-bee held on Tuesday 9th August. This 
was the second time the group met at the Berrima Cricket Ground Nature 
Reserve. The group is focussing on the removal of woody weeds (mainly 
privet, hawthorn and cotoneaster) and are making great progress already. 
The challenge will be weeding the riverbank itself, because of the density 
of blackberries and the European flag iris.
This area of the reserve is a hotspot for platypus. There is also a healthy 
“Wisdom” (colony) of wombats.

Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee Tree Planting in Berrima
The Berrima Residents Association have been successful in securing a grant 
for the Queen Elizabeth II Jubilee tree planting in Berrima.
We have very strict guidelines to follow which has made it a challenge and the 
moneys go to tree purchase and protection. I have a committee of members of 
the community to help with decisions and one of our first plan is for community 
meeting to gain ideas from all residents this will happen on Saturday the 26th 
of November at 3pm at the church hall. We will also have a turning of the sod 
ceremony on the 10th of December.
Our aim is to make the plantings a strong visual Georgian look in keeping 
with the history of the village that will enhance the unique style that a tourist 
expects.
Some ideas so far are to maybe plant trees on the eastern side of the old 
highway in the main village or on the western side around Eschalot to the 
Pound and the gravel areas outside Schmokin. This would follow other towns 
like Yackandandah and Beechworth with plantings that make the villages.
We look forward to more feed back from the community.
Andy Forrest



Ask a local  
Post Mistress Bronwyn
What made you decide to become a 
post mistress? By chance I popped 
into the post office and spoke to Kathy 
(the previous owner) and asked her if 
she was ever thinking of selling to let 
me know – Kathy gave me a price and 
we agreed. Job done! 
Post offices have transcended into 
very different businesses over time. 
What can a resident of Berrima 
expect to be able to do at the Post 
Office? The Post Office is more 
important than ever with banking, 
money orders, sending money over-

seas and our local and international parcel services. Our Post Office here in 
Berrima is a wonderful place to share ideas and have that quick catch up. 
When you are having a bad day what do you do to make it better? Ring Judith
What do you enjoy doing outside of the post office? Love working in the 
garden – we are starting from scratch so we have a lot of work in front of us. 
Also spending some very special time with my horses they give me a lot of 
peace after a big day at work. 
What do you enjoy most about working with each other? Well we don’t 
work together any more. Since covid we made the decision to work in teams 
Judith and Lyn work together and I work with Charlotte. This was done to keep 
the post office open during this time. We are starting to relax this but I feel we 
haven’t worked together for a long time – I do miss it. 
How has online shopping from our Berrima Businesses impacted on the 
Post Office? So much – it really made a big difference during the peak of 
covid it was the one thing that really kept us busy. We love seeing our local 
businesses thrive. 
In this “internet” society do you find customers still love receiving letters? 
Definitely Yes the look on peoples faces when they receive a letter from a 
friend or family member is priceless, young and old. There should be more of 
it!
How do you take your coffee? Almond cap no sugar.
What do you most love about Berrima? I think this is the most special place 
in the world. The locals are amazingly supportive and always ready to help. I 
have the dream job.



New Residents Social Evening
New residents social evening held at the Surveyor General Inn.  
Welcome to the village!
Next social evening: Surveyor General Inn, Wednesday 16th November.  
For more information contact Fran Meagher 0412 034 433.

Village AED Purchased
The BRA has purchased an AED (Automated 
External Defibrillator) for the village with money 
donated generously by Clive and his Jam ladies.  
It will be housed in the Post Office (Bronwyn).  
We hope to run a First Aid course with emphasis on 
using the AED in early 2023. For more information 
contact Fran Meagher 0412 034 433.



Berrima Residents Association Meetings
Held at: Anglican Church Hall, Berrima

DECEMBER: Thursday 1st December 2022 at 4pm
JANUARY: 2023 - no meeting

FEBRUARY: Sunday 5th February 2023 at 2pm (AGM)
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PO Box 7199 Berrima 2577
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